
Unit Lesson Plan: Incorporating Interactive Tools into Multimedia Publications 

Name: Instructor – Shelly Murdock  

School: MacArthur High School, Irving, TX  

 

Title: Adding Interactive Maps, Polls and Surveys to Your Blog 

Summary: Overview and Rationale 

Today’s 21st Century journalists use an array of multimedia tools and devices to capture and 

deliver the news. This lesson gives beginning journalism students information and insight into 

basic multimedia tools that will enhance their visual storytelling abilities. This lesson will 

provide students with a real world, authentic learning experience into how professional news 

publications use interactive tolls such as polls, surveys and maps to enhance visual story telling. 

*By this point in the class, journalism students already created and published their own 

WordPress blogs and have basic knowledge of how to create and publish material to their blogs. 

 

Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Distinguish the difference between a poll and a survey 

 Design and publish a poll and a survey using polldaddy.com 

 Design and publish an interactive map using Google Maps  

 Understand how interactive multimedia tools can enhance visual story telling  

 

Goals for Understanding 

Essential Questions:  

What is multimedia? 

What are the benefits of incorporating interactive tools into a multimedia publication?  

What is the difference between a poll and a survey?  

How can using multimedia tools enhance visual story telling? Explain.  

What other multimedia tools can you incorporate into your multimedia publication besides maps, 

polls and surveys?  



Overviews and Timeline 

Day 1 –Create a Poll (One 55-minute class) 

As an introduction to the lesson, teacher will use questioning strategies to engage students in a 

whole group discussion about the benefits of incorporating interactive polls into a multimedia 

publication.  

Anticipatory Set: To engage students on the topic, students will complete interactive polls on 

high school newspaper websites to experience how polls work. Teacher will (first) model how 

interactive polling works by taking a student poll as a class on the projector. With the following 

poll: http://www.crimsoncriernews.com/ 

Students will use Chrome books to visit the below listed websites to complete the polls 

and view results.  

http://schspawprint.com/ 

http://westshoreroar.com/ 

http://belenvincam.com/ 

http://beartruthnews.com/ 

http://lakesstudentmedia.com/ 

Teacher and students will conclude with a whole group discussion about what students observed 

and experienced as they completed the online polls.  

Following the group discussion, students will view the Camtasia tutorial – Part 1: Creating a Poll 

Using Polldaddy.com 

Modeled Lesson: Using polldaddy.com, teacher models how to create an interactive poll on 

polldaddy.com and how to publish the poll to a blog. 

Independent Practice: Students will create and publish an interactive poll using polldaddy.com 

and publish to their blogs.   

Homework: Brainstorm and decide a topic, questions and a headline for tomorrow’s lesson 

(create a survey) – Homework sheet and rubric attached 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crimsoncriernews.com/
http://schspawprint.com/
http://westshoreroar.com/
http://belenvincam.com/
http://beartruthnews.com/
http://lakesstudentmedia.com/


Day 2 - Create a Survey (One 55-minute class) 

As an introduction to the lesson, teacher will recap what they learned on day one about the 

benefits of interactive polling. Teacher will use this discussion, as well as questioning, as a lead 

in to discuss the benefits of incorporating online surveys into multimedia publications.  

Anticipatory Set: To help students distinguish between a poll and a survey, teacher plays the 

following video as a lead in to the lesson https://videopress.com/v/rHTLr6rd 

To further engage students on the topic, students will participate in the following online survey.  

https://thenoviceadviser.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/try-it-out-take-the-survey/ 

Teacher and students will conclude with a whole group discussion about what students observed 

and experienced as they completed the online survey.  

Following the group discussion, students will view the Camtasia tutorial – Part 2 Creating a 

Survey Using Polldaddy.com 

Modeled Lesson: Using polldaddy.com, teacher models how to create an interactive survey on 

polldaddy.com and how to publish the survey to a blog. 

Independent Practice: Students should already have their topic and questions prepared from the 

homework assignment given the previous day. Students will create and publish an interactive 

survey using polldaddy.com and publish to their induvial blogs.   

Homework: Create a list of your favorite places you plan to visit over summer break for 

tomorrow’s lesson. 

 

Day 3 –  Create a Map (One 55-minute class) 

Anticipatory Set:  

Following the group discussion, students will view the Camtasia tutorial – Part 3 Creating an 

Interactive Map  

Modeled Lesson: Using Google maps.com, teacher models how to create an interactive map and 

how to publish the map to a blog. 

Independent Practice: Students should already have a prepared list of places they would like to 

visit over summer break from the homework assignment given the previous day. Students will 

create and publish an interactive map which illustrates the six places they would like to visit over 

summer break and will publish the map to their blogs.   

Assessment: Students will be accessed using both grading rubrics for the overall project and 

homework assignment, the overall completeness and usability of the tools on their blogs and 

through teacher observations, independent practice and whole group discussions.  

https://videopress.com/v/rHTLr6rd
https://thenoviceadviser.wordpress.com/2017/05/14/try-it-out-take-the-survey/


References:  

https://support.polldaddy.com/video-tutorials/ 

https://www.techsmith.com/tutorial-camtasia-8.html 

https://support.google.com/maps/answer/144349?hl=en 
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